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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“The Preeminence of LOVE!” 

 
The apostle Paul wrote of many things; enduring truths. For example, if it was not for Pauls’ letter to the 
Romans our systematic theology would be skewed. If it were not for his letters to the Thessalonians our 
eschatological view as to “end times” would leave us in hopeless despair. If it were not for Paul’s second letter 
to the church at Corinth (in chapters eight and nine), the principle of sacrificial giving would be distorted. And, 
if it were not for Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians 13, we would still be aspiring to obtain spiritual gifts with the 
absence of love. 
  
In speaking about love, the highest form of love (agape love), Paul begins by saying: “If I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. And if I give all my possessions to 
feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.” 
Put simply, if all that I do and all that I have is not appropriated by love, then all is pointless. 
 
Paul then explains what love entails. “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous…it does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered…love  bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” In verses 4-7, Paul defines what love is and, just as 
importantly, what love is not! 
 
But the defining moment is when Paul places love above all other gifts where he writes: “…if there are gifts 
of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will 
be done away.” If we acquire these other gifts, which these Corinthians aspired to possess, then such gifts 
will ultimately cease as to their importance. Why? Because “the Perfect” will come, which is to say, the Second 
Coming of our Lord Christ! For now we but see in a mirror dimly.  
 
The apostle then closes with these memorable words: “But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.”  
 
In his book, Ruthless Trust, Brennan Manning relates the story of the African-American blues singer, Robert 
Johnson, who once had a vision in which his soul was on trial. In this dreamlike state the prosecutor presented 
all the sins of commission and omission that he had been responsible for throughout his life; the list was very 
long indeed. After hours of accusations from the prosecution there suddenly appeared a group of angels who 
came to his defense. All they could say was, ‘But he loved.’ They began chanting this over and over in a 
chorus:  ‘But he loved.  But he loved.  But he loved.’ This continued until the break of dawn when alas he was 
absolved of all charges! 
 
Have a care, 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of December our unrestricted 
contributions were $47,068.30 and our 
expenses were $48,888.19. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in January were 
$24,837.00. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $420.00 for the month of 
December. This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
 

Your Finance Committee 
 
 

 
 

Women’s Ministry 
“Bouquets for your Bonnet” 

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies, please join us for an afternoon of fun, 
fellowship, delectable delights and decorating 
of hats to be worn at our Annual Tea. Our very 
talented Fashion Designer Elaine Runkel and 
her team of creative designers will be assisting 
us. All adornments will be supplied. If you do 
not have a hat we will supply one for you. 
 
There is no charge for this fun afternoon, but 
we do need to know how many will be coming 
and if you will need a hat. So, please sign up in 
the Resource Center - we truly look forward to 
having you join us for this fun time together.    
(Wearing hats to our Elegant Annual Tea is 
requested, but not required.) 
 

Submitted by Dorothy Cleaver 

Women’s Ministry Bible Study 
 

We are very excited to announce that our own 
Sammie McWhirter will be teaching our 
Women's Bible Study which will begin on 
Monday, February 10th at 10:00 a.m. We will 
be studying 2nd Corinthians: "Finding Strength 
in Weakness".   
 
This book of the Bible was written by Paul and 
is the most autobiographical of all his writings.  
We will see how Paul learned to rely on God's 
great promise, "My Grace is Sufficient for You."  
We look forward to having you join us for this 
study.  
 
The cost is $5.00 and there is a sign-up sheet 
in the Resource Center. 
 
February Birthdays 
 
2/02 Carl Olien 
2/04 George Lewis 
2/11 Betty Eldridge 
2/11 Marlys Hossele 
2/12 Mary Alice Hering 
2/13 Martie Marshall 
2/15 Will Kingma 
2/17 Jean Moody 
2/17 Sylvia Patrick 
2/17 Bill Walker  
2/19 Russ Trimble 
2/20 Henny Gewelke 
 
2/21 Mike Michalis 
2/21 Patsy Turner 
2/25 Mike Baldridge 
2/26 Mary Kingma 
2/26 Bob Williams 
2/28 Jan Evans 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
February Anniversaries 
 
2/01 Gilbert & Katie Dementis 
2/01 John & Lynn Nessen 
2/16 Wayne & Louise Adams 
2/16 Doug & Audrey Robinson 
Happy Anniversary! 
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Women’s Ministry  
Elegant Annual Tea 

Saturday, March 15, 2014 - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies, please mark your calendars for our 
elegant Annual Tea. Mary Lou Powell will be 
our Guest Speaker and Mary Jane McClosey 
will be our Featured Soloist. Please watch for 
additional information and sign-up sheet at a 
later date. 
 

Thank you 
 

Dear Grace Family, 
 
My deepest thanks to all of the dear people at 
GCC during my lengthy recovery from two 
knee revision and replacement surgeries, and 
two months in Boswell Rehab.   
 
Your visits, calls, cards, books, flowers, candy, 
food and transportation have been 
overwhelming.  I have never felt such love and 
kindness. The beautiful pink prayer cover 
continues to be a source of great comfort and 
strength. 
 
With God’s Love and Blessings, 
 
Sally Grindle 
 

How to Use The GCC Library 
 

Upon entering the Resource Room/Library 
through the Narthex, you will find the newly 
added material to the left of the door, directly 
under the window. To the right of the door, 
under the window, you will find Bibles, 
Devotionals, CDs, DVDs, Hymnals, and a 
smattering of juvenile materials. On the wall to 
the left of the entrance you will find our non-
fiction materials. These are arranged 
alphabetically by the first three letters of the 
author’s last name. On the wall, directly in front 
of the entrance to the library, you will find a 
bookcase containing our fiction materials.   
These are all marked with an FIC above the 
three letters of the author’s last name. Nothing 
is required to check out a book. Find one, take 
it home, read it and then bring it back. 
 

FYI 
 
When scheduling events or meetings, please 
remember to check the church calendar in the 
Resource Center to be sure of no conflict.  
Then when you list it on the calendar, inform 
the secretary of the event.  Thank you, Ella 
 

Prayer 
Just Pray 

 
 

                     Anyone who is having troubles 
         should pray.  Anyone who is happy 

                                                   should sing praises. 
James 5:13 

 
 

Do you want to know how to deepen your 
prayer life? Don’t prepare to pray. Just pray. 
Don’t read about prayer. Just pray. Don’t 
attend a lecture on prayer or engage in 
discussion about prayer. Just pray. 
Posture, tone, and place are personal matters.  
Select the form that works for you. But don‘t 
think about it too much. Don’t be so concerned 
about wrapping the gift that you never give it.  
Better to pray awkwardly than not at all. 
 
And if you feel you should only pray when 
inspired, that’s okay. Just see to it that you are 
inspired every day. 
 

Taken from “GRACE FOR THE MOMENT” 
By Max Lucado 
 
 

Blessings 
 

Sweetest of all of life’s blessings, 
Communion with Christ above, 

Assured of His constant presence, 
His matchless, eternal love. 

--Anon. 
 

Jesus is standing at the door of your heart – 
Welcome Him in! 

 
Taken from our Daily Bread 
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